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W hen Suzie from the Talla-
hassee Museum called to 

see if we could use some FSU biol-
ogy student interns, we were very 
grateful because baby season was 
just beginning. Little did we know 
what a truly amazing experience we 
were about to have. 

EnteréHelen, Peter and Evan. 

Helen, Peter and Evan are all rela-
tively quiet and it took a while to 
get to know them. I was usually at 
work when they were at the center, 
but each started dropping by on 
the weekends too. At first I felt like 
I talked all the time, trying to make 
them feel comfortable around me, 
but it wasnõt long before we were 
carrying on real conversations. I 
knew relationships were more 
comfortable when one Sunday 
afternoon when I picked up a can-
taloupe that had been scraped out 
with a fork. When I jokingly asked 
who mauled the cantaloupe, Peter 
answered òuhé.I guess that would 
be meó.  So I sarcastically said, 
òWell, stop itó.  He just laughed 
and said òokayó. Yes, things were 
comfortable. 

Evan came every day between his 
two jobs. He is always in a good 
mood and willing to help with any-
thing.  Heõs also self motivated and 
does things without anyone asking. 
He is a positive presence that qui-
etly moves through and changes 
lives. 

Helen is a quiet soul, accepting 
things for what they are and con-
stantly getting enjoyment from 
what sheõs doing.  It is heartwarm-
ing to walk by Helen while she is 
feeding babies and hear her quietly 
talking to each one.  Her total en-
joyment is so obvious. She is truly 

a special person. 

What do I say about Peter? At first 
I thought he was just super shy, but 
he really isnõt. Heõs just really quiet. 
It was evident that Peter was enjoy-
ing his work. When I walked in one 
afternoon, everyone was laughing. 
When I asked what was so funny, 
Helen said òPeter taught the fledg-
ling screech owl to danceó. òShow 
me,ó I said. Peter started swaying 
back and forth and the little owl 
began to mimic him. It was a great 
moment. 

And, there have been many great 
moments. Those of us who have 
been doing rehab for a while 
sometimes forget to take 
pleasure in the small tri-
umphs, but Evan, Peter and 
Helen remind us to stop and 
enjoy small accomplish-
ments. Their pleasure in 
watching fledgling songbirds 
finally picking up meal-
worms on their own or see-
ing the opossums theyõve 
hand fed finally eating on 
their own reminds us that 
these are truly great mo-
ments and we should enjoy each 
and every one. 

These young people have contrib-
uted so much to Goose Creek. Iõm 
sure that if they never clean an-
other cage, it will be fine with 
them. But even after weeks of the 
same jobs, they still tackle them 
with enthusiasm. They continu-
ously feed and clean, wash dishes 
and laundry, re-arrange cages to 
accommodate new arrivals, help 
with releases, and mourn losses. 
And, it is always done with great 
care and devotion. How fortunate 
we are that these young people are 
willing to give so much. 
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It had been years since I visited the Tallahas-

see Museum simply as a visitor.  Well, 

maybe not simply a visitor.  I had Audrey 

Nichols in tow.  She is a budding photogra-

pher.  She agreed to join me so that we could 

get some nice photographs of animals in their 

natural habitats.  This was Audreyõs first visit 

to the Museum.  She enjoyed seeing the 

habitat that houses Perky, the Lucky duck. òI 

was very impressed at how well they did a 

natural, Florida landscape for the animalsó, 

said Audrey.  òI was particular excited to see 

the (Florida) panther because Iõve never seen 

one before and they are legendaryó.   The 

pictures with this story are all credited to 

Audrey.  My cameraõs batteries died about 

half way through.   

Although the goal of wildlife rehab is to re-

turn the animal to the wild, not every animal 

can be released.  In some cases, there are inju-

ries which prevent a ònormaló life in the wild.  

For example, last year GCWS took in a gray fox 

whose feet had been badly burned in a brush fire.   

Her feet were so damaged that the fox could not 

grow nails, preventing her from climbing trees.  

Fortunately, the good people at the Tallahassee 

Museum took this little fox into their fold.  She 

can now be seen in the Fox Habitat.  Perky, the 

Lucky duck, is another animal that the Museum 

generously took in.  GCWS volunteers helped to 

create the pond in the habitat that Perky and a 

companion duck currently live.  We are very 

grateful for the kindness and generosity of the 

Museum. 

If you have not visited the Tallahassee Mu-

seum recently, it is well worth the visit.  Seeing 

native wildlife in their natural (mostly) habitats is 

something youõll remember.  Remember to bring 

a camera.  The animals certainly 

arenõt camera-shy.  And donõt 

forget extra batteries.  

A Day at the Museum 
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Donôt forget to  

Get Your Wild Thing On !  

See page 4 for details!  

By Beth Ward 
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