
Fall 2011 Newsletter 

T his year marks the 11th anniversary of the 
Wild Thing Auction where dining, bidding, 

and a great time help raise funds for our area 
rescued wildlife.  And this year promises to be 

bigger and better than ever.   Hundreds of items 
will be up for bid in the silent auction and some 

truly unique and fabulous items will be auc-
tioned live beginning at 7:00pm.  The bar at 

Capital City Country Club will open at 5:00pm 
where you can preview the live auction items 

and begin bidding on the silent auction!  There 
are already dozens of certificates for stays at some of 

the best hotels, resorts and spas in Florida as well as 

vacation packages to such places as Hawaii and Califor-
nia wine country.  In addition, there are hundreds of 

other items such as jewelry, art, certificates from local 
restaurants and merchants, themed baskets such as 

Wildlife, Halloween, Dog Lover, Wine, and many, many 
more.  A buffet dinner will be served and a cash bar will 

be available.  You will also receive some priceless enter-
tainment from one of Tallahasseeôs legendary hosts, 

Greg Tish from GT Entertainment.    

 Donôt miss your opportunity to join in on the fun this 

year and take part in giving our injured wildlife a second 
chance at life!   
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Inside this issue: 

See Page 4 for details on  the 

2011 Wild Thing Auction 

and how you can help sup-

port GCWS  

Giving native wildlife a second chance ... 

Goose Creek Wildlife Sanctuary, Inc. 

Address Change!  

Please note that the busi-

ness office address for 

GCWS has changed! 

New Address: 

3400 Williams Rd. 

Tallahassee, FL  32311 

Come on!  Get your Wild Thing ON! 

What a Great Baby Bird Season! 

This spring was a joy as we released beautiful healthy songbirds. We were able 

to get cardinals, bluebirds, mockingbirds, wrens, blue jays, red-bellied and red 

headed woodpeckers and others back out there where they belong. And, we 

received our first ever Orchard Oriole!  

http://www.goosecreekwildlifesanctuary.org/


W ildlife rehabilitation is more than just 
"taking care of sick and injured wild-

life." It includes but is not limited to exami-
nation, diagnosis, treatment, proper and 

nutritious diet, safe and supportive captive 
surroundings, physical therapy, and pre-

release conditioning of injured, orphaned 
and diseased wildlife. The ultimate goal of 

these efforts is to return recovered indi-

viduals to their natural habitats to live out 
successful and productive wild lives.  

Most of the animals received are sick, in-
jured or orphaned not because of natural 

causes, but because of accidental or inten-
tional (and frequently preventable) mis-

chance with humans and our manipulations 
of the natural environment. For the animal 

that finds its way to a rehabilitator, whether 
it receives a new chance at life or a rapid 

end to its suffering, the rehabber makes a 
huge difference.  

The majority of the animals treated and 
released are of common, not endangered, 

species. In terms of population biology, 
rehabilitation work has limited significance. 

Skeptics may ask, "Why rehabilitate? Why 
not just let nature take its course?" The 

answer is that, while our efforts may have 
small importance to an entire population, 

for each individual animal our efforts are 
crucial.  For that animal, it is truly a matter 

of a second chance at life. 
The very existence of permitted, trained 

wildlife rehabilitators ensures that caring 
people throughout the community will find 

skilled and willing help for wild animals in 
distress that they may encounter in the 

course of their daily lives. Whether it is a 
warbler that flew into a window or opossum 

babies orphaned when their mother is 
struck by a vehicle, help is available. Thus 

rehabilitators provide a valuable service to 
concerned individuals and local, state and 

national organizations desiring to return 
animals to the wild and to reduce negative 

human impacts on the environment.  
Wildlife rehabilitators also provide an im-

portant function in the health and safety of 
our environment.  For example, GCWS has 

been heavily involved in the capture, treat-
ment and release of numerous foxes with 

mange in the Big Bend area.  Rehabilitation 
of these animals not only provides relief for 

the animal itself, it also helps to prevent 

further spread of the mange. 
Public education is becoming a larger and 

larger part of the role of wildlife rehabilita-
tors. Providing factual natural history infor-

mation and exposing children and adults to 
a responsible attitude toward all living 

things is fundamental in our ever more 
crowded world. In addition, some rehabili-

tators are involved with research, captive 

breeding programs, law writing, and habi-
tat preservation for imperiled species.  

Youôre probably not aware, but Goose 
Creek participates in research studies with 

the Southeastern Cooperative Wildlife Dis-
ease Study and the Florida Wildlife Com-

mission by sending in samples for surveil-
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lance of raccoon roundworms and ticks 

for identification to monitor for exotic 
ticks which may introduced through the 

pet trade. In addition, we participate 
with FSU by having students volunteer 

and perform Directed Individual Stud-
ies, which give biology majors and pre-

vet students a chance to increase their 
knowledge of wildlife. 

 
Every part of wildlife rehabilitation is 

important, but most important to us  
are the animals who we are privileged 

to help. 

2011 Wild Thing Auction tickets 

are on sale now!  There are a limited 

number of tickets so order yours 

today!  You can use the order form 

on page 4 or call 850-508-7587.  

"Those who wish to pet and 

baby wild animals "love" 

them.  But those who respect 

their natures and wish to let 

them live normal lives, love 

them more. ò-Edwin Way Teale, 

Circle of the Seasons , 1953  

By Noni Beck 

Rehab Can Be Amusing 
You might be a rehabber ifé 

¶ You have a different mental picture than 

everyone else when you hear the words 

ñSome loon is in my parking space!ò  

¶ Feathers in your hair are NOT a fashion 

statement 

¶ You answer your phone ñHello, 

are their eyes open?ò 

¶ You don't care how many peo-

ple your dining room table 

seats......just how many cages 

it stacks  



Gray Fox Success Stories 
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Summer brought us several gray foxes, two of which 

are pictured here.  The top fox had been observing 

Christina, an FSU graduate student who was working 

on a project.  She noticed the fox had a wound on his 

side so she trapped him and brought him to GCWS.  

His wound healed nicely and he has been returned to 

his original site where he continues to keep a watchful 

eye on Christina as she continues with her project. 

The bottom fox was picked up from a back yard.  He 

was totally blind.  He was treated at Cross Creek Ani-

mal Clinic and by Dr. Dan Brown, a veterinary oph-

thalmologist with the Animal Eye Clinic.  Fortunately, 

there was no damage to the eye and after a couple of 

weeks of good nutrition and care, the fox started to 

respond to light and has made a full recovery of his 

sight.  Many thanks to all who participated in his care. 

Weõve told you about GoodSearch.  Now 
thereõs GoodShop, another easy way to 

help GCWS.  

GoodSearch.com is a search engine that 
donates half its revenue, about a penny per 
search, to the charities its users desig-
nate.  You use it just as you would any 
search engine, and itõs powered by Yahoo!, 
so you get great results.   Just go to 
www.goodsearch.com and be sure to enter 
Goose Creek Wildlife Sanctuary, Inc. as 
the charity you want to support.  Similarly, 
when you buy merchandise through Good-
Shop (www.goodshop.com), the merchants 
will donate a percentage to your charity.  
There are hundreds of stores to choose 
from.  And, be sure to check out the Cou-
pons and Deals.  Itõs as easy as that!  Please 
help spread the word! 

Woodpecker Release 
AAA. Earlier in the summer, they reported 

a Blue Jay nestling in need of rescue as 

well!  

After a few exciting landings on the top of 

my head, I was able to encourage 3 of the 4 

to eat mealworms out of the saucer on their 

own after a few hours.  By the afternoon 

they were foraging on their own amongst 

the pine and oak trees in our backyard.   I 

was so pleased to see one òworkingó a dead 

branch in an oak tree this morning while I 

was refreshing their supply of mealworms 

and peanuts!  We certainly hope at least one 

of them will decide to make our backyard 

their permanent home!! 

This past Saturday morning, my 

mother, Carol,  released four red-

headed woodpeckers in my backyard. 

Mom is a devoted volunteer for 

GCWS.  Incidentally, three of these 

gorgeous birds were the ones that were 

saved by AAA Tree Servicesõ crew (See 

the full article in the Fall 2010 newslet-

ter).  They were only a few hours old 

when Ben Rankin, Operations Manager 

for AAA Tree Service,  called Carol 

after his crew had unknowingly taken 

down a tree with a nest inside one of its 

cavities.  With the help of Ben and his 

caring staff,  Carol was able to rescue all 

three hatchlings.  Thanks to Goose 

Creek Wildlife Sanctuaryõs awesome 

volunteers, all three survived to be re-

leased back into the wild. By the way, 

this wasnõt the first wildlife rescue for 

By Dianna Norwood 

Squirrel Fosters Needed! 

Ever thought about helping raise baby 

squirrels?  Itõs baby squirrel season and we 

need help.  Please contact the Animal 

Hotline if you are interested.  

Did You Know: 

¶ The blue heron is the largest heron 

in North America 

¶ Deer can live up to 11 years in the 

wild  

¶ Bald eagles have special openings 

at the side of the beaks called 

nares which help them to respire  

¶ 30% of a hummingbird's total 

weight is made up of flight mus-

cles  

¶ Screech owls can be gray, 

brownish gray or reddish brown in 

color  

¶ Opossums have more teeth (50) 

than any other North American 

mammal  

http://www.goodsearch.com/
http://www.goodsearch.com/


There are many ways you can help.  GCWS can always use vol-

unteers and cash donations.  If you would like to help, please 

contact us or visit our website. 

Animal Hotline: 850-545-3491 
 

Mailing Address: 

3400  Williams Rd 

Tallahassee, FL  32311 

Become a fan on FaceBook  

And keep up with all the GCWS news 

Business Phone: 850-508-7587 

E-mail: info@goosecreekwildlifesanctuary.org 

Website:  www.goosecreekwildlifesanctuary.org 

Goose Creek Wildlife Sanctuary, Inc., 3400 Williams Rd, Tallahassee, FL 32311registers 
annually with the State of Florida.  (Registration number FL CH 5849.)  A copy of the 
official registration and financial information may be obtained from the Division of 
Consumer Services by calling toll-free within the State (800) 435-7352.  Registration 
does not imply endorsement, approval or recommendation by the State.   

Goose Creek Wildlife 

Sanctuary, Inc. 

Announcements and Events 

2011 

 

5:00 to 10pm  

   October 14, 2011  

at 

The Capital City Country Club  

1601 Golf Terrace Drive  

Tallahassee, FL  

Mail to: 

Goose Creek Wildlife Sanctuary   

3400 Williams Rd 

Tallahassee, FL  32311 

   Some of the items in the auction include: 
   Gift Certificates from local merchants 
   Over 40 hotel and resort stays, golf packages and spas 
   Theme park tickets 
   A variety of themed baskets  
   Fabulous art and jewelry  

Auction Sponsors at press time: 
 

Golden Eagle:  
    
   Harry Harper, Attorney 
   Wild Birds Unlimited 
   Tina Harper 
 
Red Fox:    
      
 
Blue Heron:   
    Gail Harper 
    Diana & Judson Orrick 
        
       
White Squirrel:   
    Chip & Denise Harris 
    Nancy Bell 
    Marge von Goeben 
    The UPS Store, North Monroe 
    Westwood Animal Hospital 
    Farmers & Merchants Bank  
    Lion Mane 
 
 
 
We are still accepting sponsorships.  To participate 
in all the benefits of sponsoring, donõt delay!  Please 
visit our website or call our business line (850) 508-
7587 for information about sponsorships and auction 

To order tickets, use the form below, email us at 

info@goosecreekwildlifesanctuary.org  or call  

850-508-7587.  Tickets will also be available at the door.   

 

Wild Thing Auction tickets:     Qty:       x    $35.00       Ticket total:    

Hold tickets at the door under my name                  Donation:        

or Mail to:       Total enclosed:   

Name:            

Address:           

City:          State:     Zip:      

Phone:        E-Mail:      

Credit Card #:         Exp. Date:   

Get your w
ild 

thing on!  

Tina Harper  

Or FAX to 850-893-8244 


